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Which one of these three birds is the 
sparrow? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Links to ponder: 
 
Walter Beick. A dramatic, adventurous, and ultimately tragic life in search of birds.  
 
Peterson as plagiarist. A bizarre episode in American publishing. 

 
 
 
 

The answer is on the next page 
 
 

https://sora.unm.edu/sites/default/files/journals/auk/v061n01/p0177-p0185.pdf
https://sora.unm.edu/sites/default/files/journals/wilson/v072n01/p0109-p0112.pdf


Green-tailed Towhee 
Far from all being small and brown, the sparrows--understood as birds of the New World family 
Passerellidae--include a number of large, boldly colored species, among them the towhees. 
Blackbirds in any plumage can be distinguished from the sparrows by a glance at their stout 
feet and bills and broad, blackish tails. Accentors, like the dunnock or "hedge sparrow," differ 
from the true sparrows in their fine bills and squeaky, reeling songs--and, of course, by their 
range in Europe and Asia, with only one species, the Siberian accentor, occurring as an 
exceedingly rare winter vagrant in northwestern North America.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Female Red-winged Blackbird                                        
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Dunnock 
They have replaced all the House Sparrows 
once found in Hyde Park, London. 


